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ELCT Issues Statement on the South Central Diocese

For sometime now Dr Rainer Brandl, MD, from EAWM – Protestant Association for World Mission in Austria- has unleashed a one-sided media war against the ELCT South Central Diocese (located in Iringa Region) and of late, the ELCT as a whole. The following is the full text of a statement issued by the ELCT in Morogoro on August 20th, 2008 in order to clear, clarify and give a correct image on the issue:
….more….
Statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) on the Situation of South Central Diocese

This Statement is issued in the name of the ELCT by the Executive Committee of the Church on behalf of the Executive Council. We think we have remained silent on the subject for too long and must now say something about it. We note that Dr Rainer  Brandl and his group have taken advantage of our silence as indication  of our agreeing with them on  everything they are saying about the situation in the ELCT- South Central Diocese and, as they have begun to do of late, about the ELCT as a whole. 

The purpose of our Statement is basically two-fold,  namely:  a) To correct some of the  distortions in the reporting about the situation in the ELCT-SCD and comment / clarify on certain points that have been raised by Dr. Brandl  and his  group of  informants (recruited to do from this end what he is doing  from the other end through e-mails, and  newspapers regarding the situation in the South Central Diocese of the ELCT; and  b) To  state our view, as a Church, regarding what  we think ought to be the right approach to dealing with the situation that has developed in the SCD.

1. To start with, we do sympathize whole-heartedly with our partners in Germany - specifically those of our sisters and brothers in Germany who have been with us over the years, through the work of MEW (Mission One World), KPS (Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Province of Saxony) and NMZ (Northelbia Evangelical Lutheran Church) supporting the work of the church here - for the situation they have been put into as a result of unhappy developments within the ELCT-South Central Diocese. They should not be going through all this; for it is not their fault that things have developed the way they have; the fault is on our side.
2. It is very unfortunate that Dr Brandl and his group have deliberately decided to misinform the public – in Tanzania, Austria and Germany. Here are a few examples of distortions and lies:

- “An Ambulance for Poor Patients on Paper Only”. This is a translation of a caption in a German newspaper “Frankfurter Rundschau” (27.06.2008).  One Mr. Rayben Sanga, who lives in Dar es Salaam, is reported as saying “I come from Bulongwa now and I have never seen an ambulance in that hospital”, he says.  But the ambulance car has always been there since it was received from German donors in 2003, and is being used by the hospital for the purpose it was meant. Its registration No. is T 446 ALJ. Why the lies?
· The story about Bishop Shadrack Manyiewa selling  the church car he was using, and then pocketing the money is  explained in the context of  the disappearance of about 300 000 Euros at Bulongwa in a very misleading way. That’s one thing. The other is about the car said to have been sold. This is how the story appears in “Frankfurter Rundschau, according to the translation we have: The local bishop Shadrack Manyiewa also helped himself to a large sum: he had his new 4WD-vehicle purchased by 60 000 Euros, sold his five-year-“old” car and kept the money.’  The five-year –“old” car said to have been sold by Bishop Manyiewa is still very much there in the possession of the South Central Diocese at its head office in Makete. It’s a TOYOTA PRADO with registration number T 398 ALJ; it was never sold to anyone. And the new 4WD-vehicle referred to above was, like the previous one, never meant to be personal property of the bishop. When he left office, the car remained with the Diocese for use by the new bishop. Its registration number is T 783 ANM.  
· When Dr Brandl and his group describe the situation at Bulongwa after his departure, it’s as if everything that has to do with caring for the HIV/AIDS patients and orphans came to an end at Bulongwa (see the report in the German press under the heading, according to the English translation we have, “PIUMA demands an end to corruption in the Lutheran Church” (June 30, 2008). The authors of this story are part of the same group of people Dr. Brandl has recruited as his informants on events in our Church. As in the other cases, their reports on the situation in Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital (BLH) are both exaggerated and full of distortions. The reporters seem to be so eager to impress the man who has recruited them for the job he wants them to do for him that they care neither for truth nor for honesty in their reporting. It is true that the HIV/AIDS programme at Bulongwa was initially adversely affected but not totally collapsed. And since Brandl’s departure (in 2006), there has been much improvement at the hospital in providing services for the said groups of people. Of course, for understandable reasons, Dr Brandl and his group will keep on telling their lies, insisting their side of the story is the correct one.
3. It may be pointed out, further, that the work of the SCD that goes on at Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital, especially in relation to people affected by the AIDS virus, orphaned children, and other needy people, also goes on in other parts of the Diocese. For instance, we have a very successful programme, called TUNAJALI (WE CARE), under the supervision of the SCD which offers comprehensive care for people living with HIV/AIDS including many from the Bulongwa area. At the moment, 5,282 patients are being served through the programme; and orphans/ vulnerable children of whom 6,630 are being provided with needed services. The programme covers 16 wards in different parts of this whole area. There are 270 trained and working volunteers, six home-based care focal persons. Further more, we have another very successful programme known as LCCB (Local Community Competence Building and HIV/AIDS prevention programme). Under this programme too, we have been able to cover large areas of such needy people. Also, we have a diaconal centre at Tandala which, happily is run through assistance from Germany and has been doing very well and efficiently in ministering to the needy in various parts of our Diocese. Therefore, for Dr Brandl and his group to take a mistake made at one place of our Diocese, Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital, as typical of what is happening everywhere else in this Diocese is misleading and unjustified.

4. A new SCD leadership was brought in to help steer the Diocese towards a hopeful future, and with this in mind, it has been the main objective of the ELCT and its partners to assist the new leadership of the SCD deal with such key issues as:  

· The Constitution of the SCD – it has to be thoroughly reviewed so that any loopholes in it that could be conducive to financial mismanagement, misuse of leadership powers, corruptive practices and/or tendencies, etc, are filled up.

· The deficit problem in the SCD annual budget – that it has to be tackled as a matter of urgency;
· Tensions among and between different groups within the SCD– that where they  still exist, every effort to ease/remove them and promote the spirit of unity and harmony within the Diocese be made;

· Embezzlements at the Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital – that those involved be held responsible and brought before the court. This has been done from a long time ago. The hearings are still going on at the Tanzania High Court in Iringa.

5. Trying to address all of these and similar issues will consume most of the time of the new leadership, as it should. But instead of the new leadership being given chance to grapple with the issues and challenges lying ahead, Dr Brandl and his group  are doing all they can to hinder such efforts, by their vicious campaign against us all here. And the aim of the campaign? To break the SCD apart. Of course, Dr Brandl and his group would want to deny this; people like them cannot be expected to be prepared to admit they could be wrong as well in what they are doing; that’s the sad thing about human beings – black, yellow or white.

6. We note something about the way he portrays himself. He describes his presence at Bulongwa as if he were the perfect example of a selfless expatriate. Those who knew him closely have a different perception of him in his attitude and behaviour towards other people. Let no one tell us a person like that could not possibly have come to Bulongwa from Europe/Austria. A person who could devote all his time writing hundreds of accusing e-mails, pouncing on everyone connected with the ELCT-SCD, as Dr. Brandl has already done, must have a personal grudge of a rare kind against another people. We don’t anymore believe he is really fighting for the poor and needy in Bulongwa as he and his group claim to be. That he wanted to stay in Bulongwa longer but was not given that possibility, is not disputed. Bulongwa is one of the most beautiful places here to live in; and Dr. Brandl liked it; he would have loved to stay longer there, but for what reason? He, and his group, claim that it is because he loved the people there so much. We don’t believe him.

7. If Dr Brandl is really concerned about the welfare of our people here, why does he spend so much time writing hateful and accusing e-mails about us in order to persuade other people not to have any connections with us, instead of using his time for doing something really constructive to rebuild this church? He is so full of rage about his not being allowed to stay here longer that he would like to see this church broken into pieces altogether. What kind of spirit is that? Is that the mark of someone who claims to love the poor and suffering in this area? In a translation of an article appearing in the German newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau of 27.06.2008, Dr Brandl is reported as being “angry with the churches’ development workers, with their ignorance and placation” and that he has written hundreds of accusing e-mails on this matter.” 

8. As we have already stated, Dr Brandl is not alone in this. He has recruited a group of 4-5 Tanzanians (some of whom are only remotely related to our church while others are not even members of this church). These 4-5 people are doing from this end precisely what Dr Brandl is doing from the other end – namely, continuously writing angry accusing e-mails about the Church. It’s a well coordinated strategy on their part. Their objective is to paint a dark picture of our church in every possible way – using the Bulongwa incident as an excuse for their conduct. In their telling of the story, they combine some truths with half-truths and pure lies about the church situation here. They like to use vulgar and insulting language in speaking about our church and its leadership as a whole. Apart from Dr. Brandl’s e-mails themselves, a typical example of their style of speaking about us in insulting language is displayed in an –email of June 30, 2008 by one Mmaka Sanga, and in a report by Jackson Mbogela and Wema Sanga, on what they call ‘Corruption in the Lutheran Church’, published in a German newspaper (June 30, 2008). 

9. Bishops, pastors or any other category of leaders within the ELCT, or any other church for that matter, cannot possibly all be of the type described by Mmaka Sanga. We reject and detest the tone and kind of such language about us. As a church we have not deliberately tried to hide anything about what has happened within the SCD in past years, and everything possible has been done / is being done to address the situation. That being the case, we find it difficult to understand why this Dr Brandl  and his informants based here are persistently resorting to more and more vicious attacks  against us all in the ELCT– even those members of the ELCT who have had nothing  to do, directly, with the mistakes  that have been committed in the SCD. Is it not enough that we, as a church, have accepted corporate responsibility for recent developments in the SCD? Must someone from Austria keep on hurling insults at us to still make their point for whatever reason?

10. In our view, the statement, headed “Active steps against corruption in Tanzania” issued by MEW (1st July 2008), regarding the SCD situation, is sufficiently adequate. It explains what concrete steps have been taken both on the side of the ELCT and on that of our partners in dealing with the situation. Anything else we could say beyond that would simply be a repetition, albeit in different words, of the same thing. 
 11. We value the work that has been done in our land and for our church by German mission agencies over the years. People are very much aware of the love and commitment of German Christians who through their missions have made quite an impact on the lives of people here. The work that dedicated Christian men and women from Germany have done for the welfare of our people in this part of the world over the years, has been commendable indeed; it is there for everyone to see. 

12. Looking back, we believe that all those men and women from Germany who have come to our land over the years to work with us in the vineyard of the Lord, would have been happy and proud of their achievements and contribution to the life and work of the church in this area. 

13- We believe, if all of them were here, they would still have liked to see work continued – by the Tanzanians themselves and also in partnership with them and their sons and daughters of coming generations. 

14. We believe that they would not have been part to any effort aimed at destroying the fruits of their labour, born out of their sweat and blood- just because of one unhappy incident, caused by a few irresponsible individuals among us, as has happened at BLH. 

15. We believe that to correct mistakes made –as has happened at Bulongwa or some other place in the SCD- they would have wanted to do as we too, in cooperation with our brothers and sisters in the MEW, KPS and NMZ have embarked upon to rectify the situation– namely, identify the problems, take steps to address them; and then continue and strengthen our partnership in the service and for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

16. For we believe that  those in genuine Christian partnership do not run away and abandon one another at the time of deep need on the part of one of them. But this is what Dr. Brandl and his group are precisely advising our brothers and sisters in Germany to do towards us at this point and time when what we need most from anyone interested in us and the work of the Lord here is their solidarity with us at this hour of need, as we try to sort out the mess we find ourselves in through the irresponsible actions of some of our own people here. 

17. We believe it is in that spirit they would have wanted to remain with us to the end as partners in the work of the Lord– financial or no financial assistance from their side not being the major factor behind such spirit of partnership.  In other words, there is much more to Christian partnership among and between believers of one land and another than the flow of money from one side to the other. But Dr Brandl and those who want to follow his advice seems to believe that for us as a Church  here in Tanzania money that may come from Germany or Austria to meet some of our needs is all what matters in the  partnership between the ELCT and our Christian brothers and sisters in those countries. We don’t understand it that way.

18- Knowing Mr. Brandl and his group as we do, it would come as no surprise to us to see them back, as a result of this Statement, with even more nastier attacks on us.
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